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“” ELSALVADOR: Allegations of Military Abuses Continue

Cases of humap rights abuses continue 1o dog the S.Ivadomn.miliury
even though it has made considerable progress in that arca since the
carly 1980s. The police arregted an Army major this week on charges
he had ordered the killing of 10 civilians lasi Sepiember. A military

investigation said the officer planned the operation in order 1o
elimi | collgborators and subsequcqlly armanged
the P- Meanwlile, the Catholic Church's human rights office

has accused Sovernment troops of raping and killing two rebel .
medical personne| and killing three wounded insurgents during a raid
last month.

¢ office has a history of incorrect reporting on alleged

Army killings, "Chief of Staff Poncg is

satisfied with the m ry's explanation thai the guerrillas were kll:jed
* an

* defending a field hospital.
has ordered no fyuriher investigation.

Comment: The major's arres; was largely the result of US pressure
and growing concern in the military about continued US aid. He

probably will use (he issuc as the co
armed forces and (he gavernment.
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‘lf the Sandinistas are successiul in redefining the
Esquipulas democratization provisions using human
rights criteria, Nicaragua and the FMLN will point
increasingly to alleged government abuses or the
inability to control death squad activity. This poses a
potentially acute public relations problem, especially
for an ARENA administration. Government refusal
or inability to rein in human rights abuses or negoti-
ate with the FMLN gould have repercussions in the
US Congress, possibly ening bipartisan support
for continuing US aid.ﬁ

Implications for US Interests

In the most likely scenario—a protracted war of
attrition—the key political battle will shift to the
United States. The FMLN will endeavor (o reinvigo-
rate US political opposition to continuing military and
economic support. The FMLN's January 1989 peace
plan is clearly part of this sirategy—a seemingly
forthcoming offer that meets many of the govern-
ment’s oft-repeated demands, the rejection of which

will nﬂm government appear rigid and duplic-
itous.

For the Salvadoran Government, the task will be
cascntially defensive. While carcfully monitoring US
Congressional opinion, it will sttempt to refute allega-
tions by the guerrillas and their sympathizers of
human rights abuses and corruption, remain open to
the concept of a regional peace accord and dissenting

strains of opinion, and ensure that the election is fair,
and unmarked by significant fraud

If the government lases the public relations war with
the FMLN, it may well find itself facing reduced
levels of economic and military aid or conditionality
on continuing aid that it will ind burdensome or even
intolerable. US leverage in suppoarting the survival of
El Salvador's democratic institutions and improve-
ment in the human rights arena derives from continu-
ing high levels of US economic and military aid. In
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